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adorn Christian churches ;  an angel, fair of face
as a tall, sad woman, pure and slender in form
as a young god of Olympus, and, to crown this
union of qualities, an expression at once tender
and severe, at once chaste and passionate.   No-
thing could be at once purer and more elevated
than his thoughts, nothing could exceed the ten-
acity and exclusiveness of his affections or his
devotion even in the smallest trifles."   Lucrezia,
weary after fifteen passionate years of life, meets
him.   But she has done with love ;  she will care
for this young prince as his mother once cared for
him.   Providence has sent her into his life.   In the
past she had " protected and rehabilitated, saved
or attempted to save the men whom she had
dearly   loved.     Tenderly   chiding   their   vices,
devotedly atoning for their faults, she had almost
made gods of these mere mortals.    But she had
sacrificed herself too completely to succeed."   As
for Prince Karol, he fails to understand her. He
dislikes her background of bohemian free-and-
easiness and certain hard and common elements
in her nature.    He pains her without realising
that he can do so, persuading himself that she is
insensible, that, in spite of moments of kindness,
nothing as a rule can aifect a nature so strong and
resisting.   He appears almost to be jealous of his
mistress's very health.    Only when Lucrezia is
so overcome as to admit her suffering, does he
reveal his charm once more.   At such times he
adores her more than ever before.   Soon, however,
he becomes unbearable again, and, in the end,